APPENDIX V

(1} TELEGRAM FROM MINISTER OF INTERIOR

[CAPE TOWN,]
May 29, 1913

YOUR TELEGRAM OF THE 27TH INSTANT. ALL POINTS RAISED BY
YOU WERE FULLY CONSIDERED BY GOVERNMENT AND PARLIAMENT*
IN REGARD TO MARRIAGE QUESTION, HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY WAS
NOT PREPARED TO GO ANY FURTHER THAN IT HAS IN THE
AMENDMENT RECENTLY ADOPTED AND, IF IT IS NOT SATISFACTORY
TO THE INDIAN COMMUNITY, MINISTER MUST SERIOUSLY CONSIDER
ADVISABILITY OF ASKING SENATE TO DELETE THE PROVISION IN
QUESTION AND ALLOW THE MATTER TO REMAIN ONE FOR
ADMINISTRATIVE TREATMENT IN FUTURE ON THE LINES WHICH THE
MINISTER HAS ALREADY STATED HE IS PREPARED TO ADOPT AND
IS, AS A MATTER OF FACT, NOW ADOPTING. MINISTER WENT
OUT OF HIS WAY TO CONSIDER THE AMENDMENT PROPOSED BY
MR. ALEXANDER AND ONLY ACCEPTED IT ON THE         ASSURANCE

THAT IT WOULD REMOVE THE GRIEVANCES OF THE INDIANS. THE
CONTENTION YOU ARE NOW SETTING UP WITH REGARD TO THE
RIGHTS OF SOUTH AFRICA-BORN INDIANS TO ENTER AND RESIDE
IN THE CAPE PROVINCE IS ONE THAT PARLIAMENT WILL NOT
AGREE TO. NONE OF THE QUESTIONS WHICH LED UP TO THE
SETTLEMENT WERE CONNECTED WITH THE POSITION OF INDIANS
IN THE CAPE AND THE CAPE PARLIAMENT HAD THE UNDOUBTED
RIGHT TO ALTER IN ANY RESPECT IT CHOSE THE PROVISIONS
OF THE IMMIGRATION LAW IT CREATED AND IT IS ENTIRELY
m DEFERENCE TO PUBLIC OPINION IN CAPE PROVINCE THAT
PARLIAMENT WAS NOT ABLE TO MEET YOU IN THE POINTS
YOU RAKE.- YOU MUST SURELY ADMIT THE ENTIRE REASONABLENESS
OF THE ATTITUDE OF THE CAPE PUBLIC. THE GOVERNMENT HAS
KEPT THE DOOR OPEN FOR THE EDUCATED INDIAN WHO CAN
COMPLY WITH THE EXISTING EUROPEAN LANGUAGE TEST AND IN
DOING SO MET WHAT HE THOUGHT WAS YOUR GREAT POINT
ABOUT THE INTERMIGRATION OF THE EDUCATED PERSON, BUT
PARLIAMENT AFTER FULL DISCUSSION REFUSED TO AGREE TO
ALLOW EVERY INDIAN BORN IN NATAL THE RIGHT TO ENTER
THE CAPE. AS ALREADY INTIMATED, THE MATTER OF DECLARATIONS
UNDER CHAPTER 3JU&ui OF THE FREE STATE LAWS CAN AND
WELL BE DEALT WITH ADMINISTRATIVELY. ANY          SUGGESTION